GERARD'S   HERBAL

THE HERBAIX or General Historic of Plantes. Gathered by John Gerardc,
of London-, 'Master in Chirvrgerie. J^ery much enlarged and amended by
Thomas Johnson, citizen and afothecarye of London. London^ Printed by
Adam Islip) Joice Norton, and Richard Whitakcrs. Anno 1633.

THE proverb says that a door must be either open
or shut. The bibliophile is apt to think that a book
should be either little or big. For my own part, I
become more and more attached to " dumpy
twelves *'; but that does not preclude a certain
discreet fondness for folios. If a man collects books,
his library ought to contain a Herbal; and if he has
but room for one, that should be the best. The
luxurious and sufficient thing, I think, is to possess
what booksellers call " the right edition of Gerard ";
that is to say, the volume described at the head of
this paper. There is no handsomer book to be found,
none more stately or imposing, than this magnificent
folio of sixteen hundred pages, with its close, elabo-
rate letterpress, its innumerable plates, and John
Payne's fine frontispiece in compartments, with
Theophrastus and Dioscorides facing one another,
and the author below them, holding in his right hand
the new-found treasure of the potato plant,

This edition of 1633 is the final development of
what had been a slow growth.   The sixteenth cen-
tury witnessed a great revival, almost a creation of
the science of botany.    People began to translate
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